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himself  for  his   acquiescence   in   accepting   the  first
place   when    there    were    present    older   men   than
himself like his father Vasudeva and Drupada,  wiser
men like Vyasa and Drona, and mightier kings like
Duryodhana and Shalya.    Bhishma calmly explained
that  Krishna   rightly deserved   the  first place as he
was the mightiest, the wisest and  the most honoured
of all.    He was   in  fact   the   incarnation of Vishnu.
This  gave a fresh subject for reviling to Shishupala
who was not one  of those who believed so.    He came
down upon  Krishna for deluding the world by false
pretentions to  divinity and upbraided Bhishma as a
supporter of false claims who deserved to be stoned to
death or burned like the old bird  in  the well-known
fable by his brother princes*    This was too much even
for the old philosophic Bhishma and he exclaimed in
the heat of passion " My death is at my will,  I count the
kings present, not so much as a straw.   It is useless to
argue without end. Here is Krishna who deserves to be
honoured first and has been so honoured by us.   Let him
who disapproves of this come forward and fight with
him."   Shishupala stepped forth at once and challenged
Shrikrishna to fight    Krishna said : " I have pardoned
thee one hundred times according to  my promise but
cannot pardon thee any longer."   With these words he
cut his head off by throwing his. discus.    It was a
ghastly end to a joyous beginning.   The princes assem-
bled were cowed down and raised no protest.   But there
were many who burned within with a desire to wreak
vengeance on the party guilty of open assassination.
The   sacrifice,- However,   was   quietly   finished   and